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Simple Past 

Regular Verbs 

Legal Spanish for Lawyers  ·  Level A2 

 

◆  WHAT IS THE SIMPLE PAST?  (Pretérito Indefinido) 

 

The simple past (pretérito indefinido) is used for actions that were completed at a specific 
moment in the past. 
Use it when… 

•​ Something happened once at a specific time: “The client signed the contract yesterday.” 
•​ An action was clearly completed: “The judge decided the verdict last Monday.” 
•​ Narrating past events in sequence: “The witness testified, the lawyer responded, and the 

judge ruled.” 

 

▶ — Key Time Markers — Marcadores de tiempo 

→ These words signal the simple past. When you see them, conjugate in the past tense! 

 
SPANISH ENGLISH SPANISH ENGLISH 

ayer yesterday anteayer the day before 
yesterday 

la semana pasada last week el año pasado last year 

hace dos días two days ago hace una hora an hour ago 

el lunes pasado last Monday durante el juicio during the trial 

 

◆  HOW TO FORM THE SIMPLE PAST — Regular Verbs 

 

→ The formula is simple: Remove the infinitive ending (-AR, -ER, -IR) from the verb, then 
add the correct past tense ending. In the tables below, the stem is grey and the ending 
is orange. 

 

01 — -AR Verbs — Example: FIRMAR (to sign) 
PRONOUN -AR ENDING EXAMPLE: FIRMAR — to sign 
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yo -é firmé 

tú -aste firmaste 

él / ella -ó firmó 

nosotros -amos firmamos 

vosotros -asteis firmasteis 

ellos/ellas -aron firmaron 

 

⚠  Watch out: For -AR verbs, the "nosotros" form looks identical in present and past: 
firmamos.  Use time markers (ayer, la semana pasada…) to determine the tense from context. 

 

02 — -ER and -IR Verbs — They share the SAME endings! 

→ Great news for lawyers: -ER verbs (defender, responder, cometer) and -IR verbs (recibir, 
decidir, admitir) use exactly the same endings in the past. Learn one group, know both! 

 
PRONOUN -ER / -IR DEFENDER — to defend (-ER) RECIBIR — to receive (-IR) 

yo -í defendí recibí 

tú -iste defendiste recibiste 

él/ella -ió defendió recibió 

nosotros -imos defendimos recibimos 

vosotros -isteis defendisteis recibisteis 

ellos/ellas -ieron defendieron recibieron 

 

◆  LEGAL VOCABULARY — Regular Verbs in the Simple Past 

 

→ Tip: Each example shows the verb in a realistic courtroom or office setting. Read them aloud 
three times to build muscle memory with the new endings. 

 
VERB (INFINITIVE) ENGLISH MEANING PAST TENSE EXAMPLE (LEGAL CONTEXT) 

firmar to sign La abogada firmó el contrato ayer por la mañana. 

presentar to submit El fiscal presentó la evidencia el lunes. 
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declarar to testify El testigo declaró durante dos horas en el juicio. 

contratar to hire La empresa contrató a tres abogados la semana 
pasada. 

apelar to appeal Apelamos la decisión del juez hace dos días. 

revisar to review Revisé todos los documentos del caso ayer. 

defender to defend Defendimos al cliente en el tribunal el viernes. 

responder to respond Respondiste todas las preguntas del fiscal sin dudar. 

cometer to commit La empresa cometió una violación del contrato en 
2023. 

recibir to receive Recibí los documentos hace dos días por correo. 

decidir to decide El juez decidió el veredicto ayer por la tarde. 

admitir to admit El acusado admitió los cargos ante el tribunal. 

 

◆  EXERCISES 

 

◆  EXERCISE 1 — Fill in the Blank 
Instructions: Write the correct simple past form of the verb in parentheses. Pay close attention to the subject! 

→ Context: A busy week at the law firm. What happened? 

 
1.  La abogada __________ (firmar) el 
contrato. 

 
2.  El fiscal __________ (presentar) la 
evidencia. 

 
3.  Nosotros __________ (defender) al 
cliente. 

 
4.  El testigo __________ (declarar) ayer. 

 
5.  Yo __________ (recibir) los 
documentos. 

 
6.  El juez __________ (decidir) el 
veredicto. 

7.  Los abogados __________ (revisar) el 
caso. 

 
8.  Mi cliente __________ (admitir) los 
hechos. 

 
9.  Ustedes __________ (contratar) a un 
experto. 

 
10.  Yo __________ (responder) al fiscal. 

 
11.  La empresa __________ (cometer) una 
violación. 

 
12.  Nosotros __________ (apelar) la 
decisión. 
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◆  EXERCISE 2 — Choose the Correct Form 
Instructions: Underline or circle the correct simple past form. Only ONE answer is correct in each sentence. 
 

1.  My partner  (firmé / firmó / firmaste)  the 
agreement. 

 
2.  We  (presentamos / presentaron / 
presenté)  the case. 

 
3.  I  (recibiste / recibí / recibió)  the files 
this morning. 

4.  The witnesses  (declaró / declararon / 
declaré)  for hours. 

 
5.  You  (defendió / defendimos / defendiste)  
the client very well. 

 
6.  The judge  (decidí / decidió / decidiste)  in 
our favor. 

 

◆  EXERCISE 3 — Find and Fix the Error 
Instructions: Each sentence has ONE conjugation error (highlighted in context). Write the correct sentence on 
the line below. 
 

1.  Ayer yo firmo el contrato con el cliente. 
 
→   

 
2.  El fiscal presentaron la evidencia el lunes. 

 
→   

 
3.  Yo recibi los documentos esta mañana. 

 
→   

 
4.  Los testigos declarastes durante dos horas. 

 
→   

 
5.  La jueza decide el veredicto ayer. 

 
→   

 

WRITTEN PRODUCTION EXERCISE  ·  No gaps. No choices. Create every sentence from scratch. 

 

◆  EXERCISE 4 — Free Production 
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Instructions: Write 6 sentences about a real or fictional case. Use the simple past and at least 5 different regular 
verbs from this worksheet. 

Each sentence must include:  
•​ A clear subject (I, the client, my colleague, the judge…) 
•​ A regular verb correctly conjugated in the simple past 
•​ A time marker: ayer, la semana pasada, hace dos días, en 2024… 

 
1.   

 
2.   

 
3.   

 
4.   

 
5.   

 
6.   

 

◆  BONUS — Common Mistakes 

 
WRONG ✗ CORRECT ✓ WHY 

Yo firmo ayer. Yo firmé ayer. "ayer" signals the past. Always use past tense 
with past time markers — never present. 

Él firmé el contrato. Él firmó el contrato. -é is ONLY for YO. He / She / It uses -ó in -AR 
verbs. 

Yo recibi los documentos. Yo recibí los 
documentos. 

The written accent on -í is mandatory. Without 
it, the sentence looks unfinished or wrong. 

Nosotros firmaron. Nosotros firmamos. -aron is for ELLOS / ELLAS. Nosotros always 
uses -amos in -AR verbs. 

El juez decidistes. El juez decidió. -iste or -isteis is only for TÚ. Third person (el 
juez) uses -ió in -ER/-IR verbs. 

La abogada presenté. La abogada presentó. -é is only for YO. Third-person singular (she) 
needs -ó in -AR verbs. 

 

🦜  Ready to speak Spanish CONTACT YOUR TEACHER 
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    with confidence? 

Book a free trial class with Camilo 
and start your journey today. 

aprendecontucaneo@gmail.com 
tucaneo.com 

Español con Alas Propias 
— Tucaneo Academy — 
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