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THE ULTIMATE SPANISH 

SUBJUNCTIVE 

CHEAT SHEET 
Mastering Clauses: Expressing Reality, Emotions & Doubts 

 

THE GOLDEN RULE 
The Subjunctive is a MOOD, not a tense. Use it to express subjectivity, emotions, doubts, 
or things that are hypothetical / unknown. 
Magic Formula:  [Subject 1 + Verb 1]  +  QUE  +  [Subject 2 + Subjunctive Verb] 

 

1.  NOUN CLAUSES  —  The W.E.I.R.D.O. Triggers 

 
Use the subjunctive when the main verb expresses a WEIRDO concept and there is a change of 
subject. 

 Stands For Trigger Verbs Example 

W Wishes Quiero que, Espero que, 
Necesito que Quiero que estudies.  —  I want you to study. 

E Emotions Me alegra que, Siento que, 
Me molesta que 

Me alegra que vengas.  —  I am glad you are 
coming. 

I Impersonal Es importante que, 
Es necesario que 

Es importante que leas.  —  It is important 
that you read. 

R 
Recommend
ations 

Recomiendo que, 
Te aconsejo que 

Te aconsejo que duermas.  —  I advise you 
to sleep. 

D 
Doubt / 
Denial 

Dudo que, No creo que, 
No pienso que 

No creo que llueva.  —  I do not think it will 
rain. 

O Ojalá Ojalá (que) 
(I hope / God willing) ¡Ojalá que ganemos!  —  I hope we win! 

 
The Doubt Trap:  "Creo que"  (I believe) uses the INDICATIVE — certainty.      "No creo que"  
uses the SUBJUNCTIVE — doubt. 

​
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2.  ADVERB CLAUSES  —  Purpose and Time 

 
Adverb clauses explain how, why, or when an action happens. Some connectors are always 
subjunctive; others depend on whether the event is future or habitual. 

Rule Connectors Mood Example 

Always 
Subjunctive 

para que  (so that) 
sin que  (without) 
a menos que  (unless) 
antes de que  (before) 

Always 
SUBJUNCTIVE 
(the action is an 
intention not yet met) 

Te llamo para que sepas. 
I call so that you know. 

Time Travel Rule 

cuando  (when) 
hasta que  (until) 
tan pronto como  (as 
soon as) 

Future event: 
SUBJUNCTIVE 
Habit / Past: 
INDICATIVE 

Future: Saldremos cuando 
llegues. 
Habit: Salimos cuando 
llegas. 

 

3.  RELATIVE CLAUSES  —  The Hunt for the Unknown 

 
Relative clauses describe a noun. The mood depends entirely on whether the noun exists and is 
known or is unknown / desired. 

The Antecedent (the noun) Mood Example + Explanation 

Specific / Known INDICATIVE 
(you know it exists) 

Busco a la secretaria que habla inglés. 
→ I know her. She definitely exists. 

Unknown / Desired SUBJUNCTIVE 
(it may not exist) 

Busco una secretaria que hable inglés. 
→ Any secretary. I do not know her yet. 

Negated (does not exist) SUBJUNCTIVE 
(nadie, ningún, etc.) 

No conozco a nadie que hable ruso. 
→ No such person exists in my world. 

​
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WRITTEN PRODUCTION PRACTICE 

Analyze. Conjugate. Create. Every answer must be a complete, grammatically correct sentence. 

PART A  ·  Indicative, Subjunctive, or Infinitive? 

 
Fill in the blank with the correct form of the verb in parentheses. Read the context clue in italics. 

1 [Doubt]  No creo que el examen _____________ (ser) muy difícil hoy. 

 
2 [Time — Habit]  Normalmente, yo leo un libro cuando _____________ (viajar) en tren. 

 
3 [Time — Future]  Te llamaré por teléfono tan pronto como _____________ (llegar) a casa. 

 
4 [Certainty]  Es obvio que María _____________ (tener) mucho talento. 

 

5 [Unknown]  Buscamos un apartamento que _____________ (tener) tres habitaciones y un 
balcón. 

 
6 [Purpose]  Te presto mi diccionario para que _____________ (poder) traducir el texto. 

 

7 [Same subject]  Mi madre trabaja mucho para _____________ (vivir) bien.  — Careful! 
Only one subject. 

 
 

PART B  ·  Creative Production — Your Own Ideas 

 
Finish each sentence using your own real-life ideas. Write complete, meaningful sentences. 

Use the context clue to choose the correct mood. Check: is there a change of subject? 

 
8.  [Emotion]  Me alegra mucho que mi mejor amigo/a... 
   

 
9.  [Recommendation]  Es muy importante que tú... 
   

 
10.  [Negated reality]  En mi ciudad, no hay nadie que... 
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11.  [Future time]  Cuando yo tenga 60 años...  (finish with the main action) 
   

 
12.  [Ojalá]  ¡Ojalá que este fin de semana...! 
   

 
13.  [Purpose]  Estudio español para que mis clientes...  (change of subject) 
   

 
 

PART C  ·  Mini-Paragraph Challenge 

 
Write a 4–5 sentence paragraph about a goal, dream, or wish you have for your future.  

Your paragraph must include: 
•​ At least two WEIRDO triggers from the noun clause table  (Quiero que, Espero que, Es 

importante que...) 
•​ At least one time clause using cuando, hasta que, or tan pronto como 
•​ At least one relative clause describing something you are looking for or need 
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